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A Historical Overview
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� When did the city of Walnut start?

� When did the school district begin?
� Historical Enrollment



3

������
�������
������
�������������
Some web surfers may be from out 

of state, so in order to clearly give 
any out-of-state web surfers the 
most complete information, we will 
answer the question from the time 
that Iowa became a part of the 
United States.
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Within ten years of the train depot’s establishment, 
Walnut’s population blossomed to 1,000 persons.  
The town incorporated as a city in 1877. By 1880 
there were four dry goods stores, five groceries, 
seven saloons, three drug stores, one jewelry 
store, one furniture store, two millinery stores, 
one bank, three elevators, three agricultural 
implement stores, two blacksmith shops, one 
harness shop, two carriage shops, two hotels, 
one barber shop, three lumber yards, two shoe 
shops, two lawyers, three doctors, and one 
flouring mill.
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Miss Jenny Hall was the first schoolteacher 

in Walnut in 1872.  This would imply that 
Walnut Community School has been 
educating Walnut students for 133 
years!!  The schoolroom was located in 
the Burmeister Hotel in downtown 
Walnut.  The first actual schoolhouse 
was built in 1875 for $5,000.  It had an 
enrollment of 25 students. 
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� The first Walnut schoolhouse was 
built of wood and perished in a 
tragic fire in 1913!
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Walnut’s enrollment started small 
133 years ago, however, it has 
increased greatly from its humble 
start of 25.  The following chart 
gives a good idea of the enrollment 
figures for Walnut.  You can see 
that it has held its own over the 
years!
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